ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1947» 


To  the  Chaljmian  and  Membors  of  tho 

Burnhain*-on"Crouch  Urban  District  Council* 


Mr.  Chairraan  and  Gontlomon, 


I havo  tho  honour  to  prosont  rny  Annual  Roport  on  tho 
hoalth  of  tho  District  for  tho  yoar  1947,  in  tho'forra  proscribod 
by  tho  Ministry  of  Hoalth,  Tho  Roport  includos  tho  usuo,l 

statistical  tables,  tho  main  foaturos  of  which  aro:-* 

Birth  Rato,  « Sli^t  doclino  to  14,84, 

Doath  Rato,  »*  Decllno  to  12,19, 

Infoctious  Dlsoasos  A substa-ntial  docroaso  on  tho  provious  yoar^ 
n^oiy'^4d  *^of  VrhJch  29  v;oro  V/ho oping  Cough, 

Dlphthoria,  ^iLyaunlsationt,-*  Approx, '95  % of  tho  child  population  havo 
boon  Irnrnunisod  against  diphthoria* 

The  gonoral  hoalth  of  tho.  District  continuos  to  bo  vory 
satisfactory  -and  calls  for  no  special  commont* 

It  is  with  ploasuro  that  I rocord  my  thanks  to  Mr,  II, 
Snolling,  Clork  to’tho  Council,  and  to  tho  Surveyor  and  Sanitary 
Inspector,  for  thoir  vory  holpful  co-operation  throughout  tho  year, 

I havo  tho  honour  to  bo,  C-ontlomon, 

Your  obodiont  Servant, 

L.H.B,  LIGHT, 

Modioal  Officer  of  Hoalth, 


Extracts  from^‘ vital  statistics  of  tho  ,yoar. 


Total,  Malo,  Fomalo, 


Livo  Births, 


Stillblr’ths, 


Deaths, 


Logitimato 

5 • 

Illogitirnat-o 


« • • 


56 

0 


44 


Death  from  puerperal  causes ?- 

From  Puerperal  Sepsis  ,,* 
Other  Puerperal  Causes,#, 
T ot al • • • • 


32 

0 

0 

24 


• • « 


24 
' 0 


20 


# • t 

• • • • 
• • • 


) Birth  Rato  por  1000 
)of  estimated  rosident 
) population  » 14,84, 

)Rato  por  lOoO  total 
5 (livo  and  still) 
)births  w 15,11,  , 

) Crude  Death  Rate  per 
)l000  of  estimated 
) rosident  population 
12.19, 


• • • 


Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  ago  •*, 

Males  0 (illegitimate  O)  Females  0 ( illogitiraato  O) 


0 

^0  . 

0 

0 

Total 


Death 

Rate 

of  Infants  under  1 year  of 

ago,  por 

1000  live 

births . 

0 

Death 

from 

Cancer  (all  ages)  ««.  ... 

• • • 

0 9 9 • • • 

7 

n 

It 

Measles  (all  agoa)*..  ••• 

• • • 

# • • 9 9 0 

0 

!t 

H 

VJhooping  Cou^i  •••  ... 

• • • 

0 9 9 0 0 9 

0 

11 

n 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of 

ago) 

0 0 9 0 0 0 

0 

The  following  is  a 'tabular 

statement 

of  the  deaths 

classified 

according  to  ages:- 

Under 

Ago. 

1 year 

0 9 0 

0 0 0 

• • • 

0 0 0 

Number  of  Death® 
0 

1 and 

under  2 

0 9 9 

0 9 0 

• * • 

0 

2 «» 

" 5 

0 9 9 

0 9 9 

0 0 0 

• • • 

0 

5 ” 

" 15 

• « • 

0 0 0 

• • • 

2 

15  " 

» 25 

• • • 

0 0 0 

• • • 

0 

25  ” 

»»  35 

0 9 0 

0 0 0 

0 9 9 

0 0 0 

0 

35  " 

’*  45 

• • • 

0 * • 

2 

45  ” 

” 55 

0 9 9 

• • • 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

2 

55  " 

” 65 

0 0 9 

# • • 

0 0 0 

0 0 9 

7 

65  " 

" 75 

0 9 9 

• • 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

13 

75  and  over 

0 9 9 

• • • 

• 18 

44 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  1947* 


Scarlot  Entoric  Puorporal 

Smallpox.  Povor.  Diphthorla.Povor • Pyroxla. 

Nimibor  of  Casos 

of  Infactious  ' ' . 

Disoasoa  Notifiod*  0 2 O'  0 0 

Erysipolas.Pno'umonia.Moaslos.  VGio oping  Cou^i. 

. 2 1 5 29 

Polosrayolitis  (Acuto) 

■ 1 

Tuborculosls.-  During  tho  year  thoro  waa  ono  death  duo  to 
Tuborculosis, 


Nov/  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1947# 


Nov/  cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary.  ’ Non-pulmonary. 

Pulmonary.  ' Non-pulmonary > 

Males.  Pomalos.  Males*  Females.  . 

Ma 1 0 s • F oma lo  s • Males, 

Pomalos • 

2 0 0 1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

TABULAR  STATEMENT  . OF 

THE  CAUSES 

OF 

DEATH*. 

Causes  of  Death. 

Males, 

Pomalos. 

Total. 

Tuborculosls  of  tho  Respiratory 

System. 

1 

0 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases. 

0 

1 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease. 

1 

6 

7 

Diabetes. 

0 

1 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

• • - 12 

4 

16 

Heart  Disoaso,  . 

4 - 

1 

5 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases. 

0 

1 

1 

Bronchitis, 

1 

0 

1 

PnoUTiionid  (all  fonns) 

0 

1 

-A. 

1 

Senility, 

3 

4 

7 

rr 

Other  defined  Diseases, 

2 

1 

o 

24 

20 

44 

RoF>ort  of  Sanitary  Inspector  for  tho  Yoar  ,1947, 


Council  Offices^ 

Burnham - on«C ro uch j 

To  tho  Chairman  and  Momhors 

of  tho  Burnliam-on-Crouch  Urban  District  Council. 

Tho  following  matt or s woro  doalt  with  in  my  capacity  as 
Sanitary  Inspector  during  tho  Yoar  1947 » 

Housings 

Informal  notices  v/oro  issued  roquostlng  ropairs  to  8 dwollings, 
and  they  v/oro  complied  with  in  rospoct  to  5 of  thoso#  Tho 
ownors  of  4 houses  in  Mill  Road  wore  also  request od  to  convert 
pail  closots  to  W«C**s  arranged  to  drain  into  a cosspool  but  this 
has  not  yot  boon  carried  out# 

Water  Supply# 

The  mains  supply  v/as  maintained,  satisfactorily,  during  tho  yoar 
despite  major ’ breakdowns  to  machinory#  9 samples  of  v/ator  produced 
woro  examined,  bactoriologically,  7 of  which  v/oro  of  a high  standard, 
whilst  2 v/oro  slightly  below  the  norr.ial  standard  for  a public  supply 
An  extension  of  334  linoal  yards  of  2 inch  main  was  laid  to  Mangapps 
Chase#  Iho  ha.rd  v/intor  caused  tho  burst  of  3 mains  and  many  house 
services# 

Food  Inspection# 

Tlio  following  foodstuff  .was  oxaminod  and  found  to  bo  unfit  for 
human  consumption,  and  was  condomnod;- 

37  lbs;  beef  « bono taint 
265  lbs#  boof  (putrof action) 

2 lbs#  liver  haggis  (food  poisoning) 

15  lbs,  sausages#  (Trichinosis) 

22  lbs#  bacon  (decomposition) 

16  stono  of  cod  ( putrefaction) 

13  stono  of  lemon  solos  ” 

1 stono  plaice 

1 stono  v/hiting 

10  stono  kippers  ” 

15  lbs#  butter  (taint) 

28  Ibsi  Icing  sugar  ( contardinatod) 

52  lbs#  Sugar  (contaminated) 

13  tins  milkj  2 tins  Irish  stow;  2 tins  of  plums# 

1 jar  marmalado;  3 riiacaroni  and  choose;  1 salmon# 

3 cases  of  Trichinosis  v/era  notified,  the  cause  of  which  v/as 
suspected  to  be  due  to  the  consumption  of  sausage  meat  derived  from 
a pig  slaughtered  locally  under  perrait# 

I obtained  samples  from  one  side  of  a pig  v/hich  had  been  placed 
in  brine  for  bacon,  and  sent  them  to  tho  Laboratory  for  examination, 
but  no  evidence  of  Trichinosis  v/as  discovorod, 

A minor  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  also  occurred  on  14th  and  15bh 
May,  persons  affected  having  consumed  portions  of  liver  haggis  to 
which  tho  trouble  v/as  traced*  8 cases  of  poisoning  in  all  woro 
notified#  Tho  remains  of  tho  haggis  was  withdrawn  from  tho  shops, 
and  tho  firm  who  supplied  it  doalt  similarly  with  all  thoir 


customers  in  other  areas*  A report  from  tho  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Sorvlco  upon  a sample  suhmittod  to  thorn  for  oxanlnation 
statod  as  follows;- 

^Cultures  showed  largo  numbers  of  Staph*  aurous  (coagulaso  - 
positive)  togotbor  with  Staph*  albus* 

Note* 

This  samplo  appears  to  bo  part  of  a largo  consigttmont  of  livor 
sausage,  tho  outor  golatino-fat  covorihg  of  which  is  heavily 
infoctod  with  Staph*  aurous  ( coagulaso-positivo ) Sorological  typo 
IIl(c),  bactoridphago  typo  6/4V*  This  organism  is  probably  tho 
causo  of  a wido-sproad  outbreak  of  acuto  gastro-ontoritis  duo  to 
staphylococcal  ont or o toxin* 

Soworago  and  Sowago  Disposal* 

lio  sov/orago  oxtonsions  woro  mado  during  thp  yoar*  Tho  offluont 
from  tho  Disposal  Works  was  unsatisfactory,  but  a Report  was  callod 
for  and  Liado  by  Consultants  v;ith  a viow  to  tho  preparation  of  a 
Schomo  for  nov/  purification  works* 

Rat  Dostructlon* 

An  oporator  was  ongagod  to ’inspect  for  arddostroy  rat  infesta- 
tions throughout  tho  District, with  satisfactory  results. 


I am. 

Your  obodiont  Servant , 
E.J.  HEAD, 


Sanitary  Inspector* 


